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□ the claims, nos. 
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□ the sequence listing (specify): 
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i. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 8- 1 0 
Claims 1~ 6 



YES 



NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 8~ 1 0 
Claims 1 - 7 



YES 



NO 



Industrial applicability (I A) 



Claims 1-10 



YES 



Claims 



NO 




1 This report makes reference to the following 
documents : 

Dl: US 6 167 701 Bl (QUINN PATRICK ET AL) 2 
January 2001 (2001-01-02) 

D2: EP 0 482 248 A (KOBE STEEL LTD) 29 April 1992 
(1992-04-29) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 is not novel within the 
meaning of PCT Article 33(2). 

Dl discloses (the references in parentheses are to 
this document) : 

Cushioning device for at least one drive part (16) 
that is to be cushioned, said part being 
hydraulically connectable to an accumulator device 
(42) serving the cushioning system by a first 
valve unit (48) and hydraulically connectable to a 
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tank connection (40) by a second valve unit (38),' 
wherein a pressure compensation device (54) i s 
provided which, when actuated, adjusts the 
prevailing hydraulic pressure in the drive part 
(16) and the accumulator device (42) to produce a 
common pressure level. 

2.1 D2 (see, in particular, column 5, line 50 to 

column 8, line 23 and figure 1) likewise discloses 
a device with the features of claim 1. 

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 



3.1 



3.2 



Dependent claims 2-7 do not appear to contain any 
additional features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer back, 
meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. The reasons are: 

Claims 2-6: the subject matter of claims 2-6 is 
not novel (PCT Article 33(2)): see Dl, in 
particular column 1, line 66 to column 3, line 32 
and figure 1. 



3.3 



Claim 7: the subject matter of claim 7 does not 
involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)): 
dependent claim 7 pertains to a minor structural 
modification of the device according to claim 6 of 
the kind that a person skilled in the art 
routinely makes on the basis of familiar 
considerations, especially since the resulting 
advantages are readily foreseeable. Consequently, 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement PF ,y * 

the subject matter of claim 7 does not involve an 
inventive step. 



3.4 The combination of features in dependent claim 8 
is neither known from nor suggested by the 
available prior art. The reasons are: 

3.5 Dl, which is considered to represent the closest 
prior art, discloses (the references in 
parentheses are to this document) : 

Cushioning device as claimed, wherein the inlet 
side of the pressure balance (54) is connected to 
the outlet side of the first valve unit (48). 

The subject matter of claim 8 differs therefrom in 
that: 

the outlet side of the pressure balance is 
connected to a third valve unit whose outlet is 
connected to the tank connection. 



3.6 The problem addressed by the present invention may 
therefore be considered that of briefly opening a 
third valve unit before actuating the cushioning 
system to enable pressure to be released from the 
hydraulic accumulator, thereby adjusting the 
pressure therein to the current pressure on the 
piston side of the working cylinder. 

3.7 Since none of the documents cited in the search 
report or acknowledged in the introductory part of 

Form PC17IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) ~ " _ " 
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the description indicates the features of 
dependent claim 8 in their entirety, the subject 
matter of claim 8 is novel and involves an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 



INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 



The subject matter of claims 1-10 can be made and 
used and is therefore industrially applicable . 
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